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Poll Description 
 
Motivation 
The mission of the non-partisan Paul Simon Public Policy Institute polling is to provide citizens, 
policy-makers, and academic researchers with objective information about trends and issues 
facing society.  
Sample and Geographic Coverage 
The 2014 Simon Poll interviewed 1,001 registered voters across Illinois. 
Polling Method 
Live telephone interviews. Cell phone interviews accounted for 30 percent of the sample. A 
Spanish language version of the questionnaire and a Spanish-speaking interviewer were made 
available. 
Margin of Error 
Plus or minus 3 percentage points at the 95 percent confidence level. The margin for error will be 
larger for demographic, geographic and response subgroups. 
Date 
Poll conducted from February 12-25, 2014.  
Polling Agency 
Customer Research International of San Marcos, Texas1. 
Funding Source  
The survey was paid for with non-tax dollars from the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute’s 
endowment fund. 
 
  
                                                          
1 Customer Research International reports no Illinois political clients. 
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Variable Index 
Variable Description  Frequency Page  
Introduction and Screening 
id Respondent ID number N/A 
area Area of Illinois 8 
type Landline or cell phone 8 
cell Cell phone, Y/N, (screening) N/A 
safe Safe time to talk, (screening) N/A 
spk_youngest Speak to youngest registered voter, 
(screening) 
N/A 
reg_voter Registered voter, Y/N (screening) N/A 
General Outlook 
rwdirusa U.S. Right/Wrong Direction  9 
rwdiril Illinois Right/Wrong Direction 9 
rwdirlocal Local area Right/Wrong Direction 9 
qlife Local Quality of Life 10 
Illinois 2014 Primary Election 
prim14_party Intended Primary Party, 2014 10 
prim14_rep_gov Republican Governor Primary, 2014 10 
prim14_rep_gov_other Republican IL Governor Primary, 2014, 
other responses 
10 
Illinois Governor Head-to-Head 
gov14_quin_raun IL Governor, Quinn/Rauner, Head to Head 
(H2H), Gen Election, 2014 
11 
gov14_quin_raun_other Quinn/Rauner, other responses 11 
gov14_quin_brady IL Governor, Quinn/Brady, H2H, Gen 
Election, 2014 
11 
gov14_quin_brady_other Quinn/Brady, other responses 11 
gov14_quin_dill IL Governor, Quinn/Dillard, H2H, Gen 
Election, 2014 
12 
gov14_quin_dill_other Quinn/Dillard, other responses 12 
gov14_quin_ruth IL Governor, Quinn/Rutherford, H2H, Gen 
Election, 2014 
12 
gov14_quin_ruth_other Quinn/Rutherford, other responses 12 
Illinois Budget 
fix_deficit_il14 Fix Illinois Budget Deficit, 2014 13 
tax_temp_inc1 Making IL temporary income tax increase 
permanent, general 
13 
tax_temp_inc2 Making IL temporary income tax increase 
permanent, deficit specific 
14 
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cuts_K12 Favor/Oppose state funding cuts to K12 
education 
14 
cuts_he Favor/Oppose state funding cuts to higher 
education 
14 
cuts_cops Favor/Oppose state funding cuts to public 
safety, police, and prisons 
14 
cuts_parks Favor/Oppose state funding cuts to state 
parks/environmental regulations 
15 
cuts_poor Favor/Oppose state funding cuts to 
programs for the poor 
15 
cuts_disable Favor/Oppose state funding cuts to people 
with mental/physical disabilities 
15 
pen_cuts Favor/Oppose state funding cuts to state 
workers' pension benefits 
15 
tax_sales Favor/Oppose increase IL sales tax 16 
tax_services Favor/Oppose IL  sales tax on service 16 
gamble_exp Favor/Oppose expanding gambling 16 
tax_pen_ssi Favor/Oppose IL income tax on retirement 
incomes 
16 
tax_ret_inc Favor/Oppose IL income tax on retirement 
incomes, $50K exemption 
17 
pen_refbill Favor/Oppose IL pension reform bill  17 
Illinois Political Reform 
term_total_yrs Favor/Oppose IL legislature term limits 17 
term_leader Favor/Oppose IL legislature leaders term 
limit 
18 
term_resp Term limits make elected officials more 
responsive to constituent.  
18 
term_expert Term limits hinder legislature expertise 18 
term_fresh Term limits ensure new people with fresh 
ideas 
19 
term_lobby Term limits increase power to lobbyists 19 
Political Corruption 
crpt_city_com Corruption of city level elected 
officials/employees 
19 
crpt_county_com Corruption of county level government 
employees/employees 
20 
crpt_city_impact Corruption, impact of city/county level on 
daily life 
20 
crpt_state_com Corruption of state level elected 
officials/employees 
20 
crpt_st_impact Corruption, impact of state level on daily 
life 
20 
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crpt_fed_com Corruption of federal level elected 
officials/employees 
21 
crpt_fed_impact Corruption, impact of federal level on daily 
life 
21 
Guns and Society 
gun_own Gun rights, right to own 21 
schoolgrd Favor/Oppose armed guards/police in 
schools 
21 
schoolgrd_tax Pay increased property tax in support of 
armed guards/police in schools 
22 
gun_conceal_expt Gun rights, exemption to concealed carry 22 
gun_conceal_safe Gun rights, feel safer with concealed carry 22 
Media Consumption and Current Event Knowledge  
local_ce Local current events, how informed 22 
national_ce National current events, how informed 23 
news_accurate News content accuracy 23 
q46_a1 News sources utilized1 N/A 
q46_a2 News sources utilized2 N/A 
q46_a3 News sources utilized3 N/A 
q46_a4 News sources utilized4 N/A 
q46_a5 News sources utilized5 N/A 
q46_a6 News sources utilized6 N/A 
q46_a7 News sources utilized7 N/A 
q46_a8 News sources utilized8 N/A 
q46_a9 News sources utilized9 N/A 
q46_a10 News sources utilized10 N/A 
q46_a11 News sources utilized11 N/A 
q46_a12 News sources utilized12 N/A 
q46 News source, other responses N/A 
news_loc_tv News source, Local TV dummy 24 
news_nat_np News source, National newspapers dummy 24 
news_npr News source, National Public  Radio 
dummy 
24 
news_radio News source, AM or FM talk radio dummy 24 
news_msnbc News source, MSNBC  dummy 24 
news_fox News source, Fox News dummy  24 
news_cnn News source, CNN  dummy 24 
news_bbc News source, BBC  dummy 25 
news_huffpo News source, Huffington Post dummy 25 
news_comedy News source, Late night talk shows dummy 25 
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news_social News source, Social Media dummy 25 
news_oth_dum News source, other responses, dummy 25 
news_oth_word News source, other responses, specific 
wording 
N/A 
news_no_contact News source, none dummy 25 
Health Care 
hc_medicaid Health care, ACA Medicaid policy change 
effect 
25 
hc_ins_quality Health care, ACA effect on  personal health 
insurance coverage 
26 
hc_ins_cost Health care, ACA effect on  personal health 
insurance cost 
26 
hc_get_ins Health care, ACA get covered or pay fine 26 
hc_delayed Health care, delayed medical treatment due 
to cost 
26 
hc_condition Health care, severity of delayed medical 
treatment 
27 
Social Issues 
abort_leg Abortion, legality 27 
lg_coup_rts Gay and Lesbian couple marriage rights 27 
Religious Behavior 
relig_att_often Religion, attend services frequency 30 
relig_type Religion, attend services type 30 
religion Religion, Christian, other type, none 30 
born_again Born again Christian or evangelical, Y/N 31 
Demographics 
gender Gender of Respondent 8 
say_from What part of Illinois are you from? 23 
say_from_other What part of Illinois are you from?, other 
responses 
N/A 
education Last level of education completed 28 
ideology Liberal, Conservative, Moderate 28 
party_aff Political Party Affiliation 28 
employ_time Full time, part time, or retired 29 
retired_type Retired, from employer sector 29 
zip ZIP code 31 
age Age (categories) 31 
birth_yr Year of birth 31 
rac_eth Race or Ethnicity 32 
rac_eth_other Race or Ethnicity, other response 32 
hh_inc Household income, category 32 
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Return to index 
Data Descriptions and Frequencies 
Introduction and Screening 
[VAR: id]  
Remarks: Identification number for each respondent. Is not capable of identifying individual.  
 
[VAR: area] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Chicago City 1 200 
Chicago Suburbs 2 500 
Downstate 3 301 
 
[VAR: type] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Landline 1 701 
Cell Phone 2 300 
 
Hello. This is     calling for The Public Policy Institute. First, I want you to know that I’m not 
trying to sell you anything. We’re conducting a study to find out what voters think about some public 
policy questions important to Illinois.  And, your phone number was selected at random to participate. 
S1. Have I reached you on your cell phone? (IF NEEDED: By cell phone we mean a wireless phone that is 
mobile and usable outside of your neighborhood.) 
[VAR: cell] 
 
S2. Is this a safe time to talk with you now or are you driving? 
[VAR: safe] 
S3. According to our research procedure, I need to speak to the youngest (male/female) who is 
registered to vote. May I speak to that person, please? 
[VAR: spk_youngest] 
S5. Are you registered to vote in the state of Illinois? 
[VAR: reg_voter] 
S6. Gender 
 [VAR: gender] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Male 1 498 
Female 2 505 
Remarks: The interviewer did not ask, they recorded according to what they thought.  
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General Outlook 
1. First, we'd like to know what you think about the direction of the United States of America. Generally 
speaking, do you think things in our country are going in the right direction, or are they off track and 
heading in the wrong direction? 
[VAR: rwdirusa] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Right direction 1 297 
Wrong direction 2 600 
Don’t know 9 104 
Remarks: If the participant was unsure, the interviewer probed, “well, on balance, are things going in the 
right direction or the wrong direction?” 
2. And what about the direction of the State of Illinois? Generally speaking, are things in Illinois going 
in the right direction, or are they off track and heading in the wrong direction?  
[VAR: rwdiril] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Right direction 1 151 
Wrong direction 2 757 
Don’t know 9 93 
Remarks: If the participant was unsure, the interviewer probed, “well, on balance, are things going in the 
right direction or the wrong direction?” 
 
3. And how are things going in your city or area of the state? In general, are things in your city or area 
going in the right direction, or in the wrong direction? 
[VAR: rwdirlocal] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Right direction 1 534 
Independent 2 57 
Republican 3 176 
Other 9 47 
Remarks: If the participant was unsure, the interviewer probed, “well, on balance, are things going in the 
right direction or the wrong direction?” 
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4. Regardless of what you think about how things are going in your part of the state, please tell me what 
you think about the overall quality of life in your area. Taking everything into account, would you say 
the overall quality of life in your area is…?  
[VAR: qlife] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Excellent 1 111 
Good 2 402 
Average 3 327 
Not so good 4 111 
Poor 5 50 
 
Election Behavior 
5. As you may know, primary elections in Illinois will be held this March. Thinking ahead, are you 
likely to vote in the (Rotate: Republican/Democratic) primary, or will you probably not vote in the 
primary elections? 
[VAR: prim14_party] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Republican 1 295 
Democratic 2 342 
Probably not vote 3 203 
Don’t know 9 161 
Remarks: If Democratic (2), “probably not vote” (3), or “don’t know” (9), skip to Q7.  
6. And if the Republican primary for governor was being held today, would you vote for . . .(randomize 
candidates) 
[VAR: prim14_rep_gov] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Bruce Rauner 1 88 
Lean Rauner 2 8 
Bill Brady 3 28 
Lean Brady 4 8 
Kirk Dillard 5 27 
Lean Dillard 6 5 
Dan Rutherford 7 24 
Lean Rutherford 8 5 
Don’t Know 10 102 
Not Applicable IAP 706 
Remarks: Question only asked if Q5 Republican (5). If the respondent was unsure, the interviewer probed 
“well, which way are you leaning?” 
[VAR: prim14_rep_gov_other] 
Remarks: If the respondent offered a name other than those listed then their response was written in.   
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Illinois Governor Head-to-Head 
 
7. If the general Election for Illinois governor were being held today, and the (Republican candidate was 
Bruce Rauner/Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn) and the (Republican candidate was Bruce 
Rauner/Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn)…who would you vote for? 
[VAR: gov14_quin_raun] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Bruce Rauner 1 379 
Lean Rauner 2 22 
Pat Quinn 3 366 
Lean Quinn 4 14 
Someone else 8 15 
Don’t know 9 205 
Remarks: The order of names was rotated randomly for interviews. If the respondent was unsure or didn’t 
know the interviewer asked “well, which way are you leaning?” 
[VAR: gov14_quin_raun_other]  
Remarks: If the respondent offered a name other than those listed then their response was written in.   
 
8. If the general Election for Illinois governor were being held today, and the (Republican candidate was 
Bill Brady/Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn) and the (Republican candidate was Bill 
Brady/Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn)... 
[VAR: gov14_quin_brady] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Bill Brady 1 375 
Lean Brady 2 23 
Pat Quinn 3 359 
Lean Quinn 4 14 
Someone else 8 11 
Don’t know 9 219 
Remarks: The order of names was rotated randomly for interviews. If the respondent was unsure or didn’t 
know the interviewer asked “well, which way are you leaning?” 
[VAR: gov14_quin_brady_other] 
Remarks: If the respondent offered a name other than those listed then their response was written in.   
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9. If the general Election for Illinois governor were being held today, and the (Republican candidate was 
Kirk Dillard/Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn) who would you vote for Dillard/Quinn or 
Dillard/Quinn 
[VAR: gov14_quin_dill] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Kirk Dillard 1 375 
Lean Dillard 2 27 
Pat Quinn 3 350 
Lean Quinn 4 15 
Someone else 8 12 
Don’t know 9 222 
Remarks: The order of names was rotated randomly for interviews. If the respondent was unsure or didn’t 
know the interviewer asked “well, which way are you leaning?” 
[VAR: gov14_quin_dill_other] 
Remarks: If the respondent offered a name other than those listed then their response was written in.   
 
10.  If the general Election for Illinois governor were being held today, and the Republican candidate was 
Dan Rutherford/Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn) and the Republican candidate was Dan 
Rutherford/Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn)... 
[VAR: gov14_quin_ruth] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Dan Rutherford 1 364 
Lean Rutherford 2 14 
Pat Quinn 3 366 
Lean Quinn 4 17 
Someone else 8 17 
Don’t know 9 222 
Remarks: The order of names was rotated randomly for interviews. If the respondent was unsure or didn’t 
know the interviewer asked “well, which way are you leaning?” 
[VAR: gov14_quin_ruth_other] 
Remarks: If the respondent offered a name other than those listed then their response was written in.   
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Illinois Budget 
 
Section Introduction: Next I’m going to ask you a few questions about the state of Illinois’ budget. 
 
11. The state of Illinois has a budget deficit of over 6 billion dollars I'm going to read three statements 
that people have made about how to fix the deficit, and ask you which one comes closest to your 
views. If you haven’t thought much about this issue, just tell me that. Illinois’ public programs and 
services have already been reduced significantly we can only fix the problem by taking in more 
revenue, such as a tax increase (1); the state takes in plenty of money to pay for public services, but 
wastes it on unnecessary programs. We can fix the problem by cutting waste and inefficiency in 
government (2); OR the Illinois’ budget problem is so large it can only be solved by a combination of 
budget cuts and revenue increases (3).  
 
[VAR: fix_deficit_il14] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
More revenue 1 97 
Cut waste 2 523 
Combination of cuts and revenue increases 3 290 
Haven’t thought much about it 8 50 
Don’t know 9 41 
 
12. Do you favor or oppose a proposal to make permanent the temporary state income tax increase passed 
in 2011? 
[VAR: tax_temp_inc1] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 96 
Favor 2 170 
Oppose 3 222 
Strongly oppose 4 381 
Don’t know 9 132 
Remarks: If the respondent favored/opposed, the interviewer probed “do you strongly favor/oppose?” 
Respondents who favored the proposal skipped to question 13.  
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a. The Governor's budget office estimates that if the temporary tax increase expires, it will add $2 
billion dollars a year to the state's budget deficit. If you were convinced this was the case, would 
you favor or oppose making permanent the temporary state income tax increase passed in 2011? 
[VAR: tax_temp_inc2] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 17 
Favor 2 87 
Oppose 3 173 
Strongly oppose 4 272 
Don’t know 9 53 
Not applicable IAP 398 
Remarks: This question was only asked of those who opposed in question 12. If respondents 
favored/opposed the interviewer asked, “do you strongly favor/oppose?” 
 
Section Introduction: There have been a number of proposals to address the state’s budget problems by 
making cuts in state programs and services. I’m going to read several areas where people have suggested 
that the state could make cuts. For each one that I read, I’d like you to tell me whether you favor or 
oppose budget cuts in that area, OK? (rotate) 
 
13. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on Kindergarten through high school education? 
[VAR: cuts_K12] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 177 
Oppose 2 789 
Other/Don’t know 9 35 
 
14. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on State universities? 
[VAR: cuts_he] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor  1 367 
Oppose 2 567 
Other/Don’t know 9 67 
 
15. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on public safety, such as state police and prison 
operations? 
[VAR: cuts_cops] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 241 
Oppose 2 711 
Other/Don’t know 9 49 
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16. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on Natural resources, such as state parks or 
environmental regulation? 
[VAR: cuts_parks] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 314 
Oppose 2 612 
Other/Don’t know 9 75 
 
17. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on programs for poor people? 
[VAR: cuts_poor] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 262 
Oppose 2 649 
Other/Don’t know 9 90 
 
18. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on programs for people with mental or physical 
disabilities? 
[VAR: cuts_disable] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 148 
Oppose 2 821 
Other/Don’t know 9 32 
 
19. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on pension benefits for state workers' retirement? 
[VAR: pen_cuts] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 415 
Oppose 2 511 
Other/Don’t know 9 75 
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Section Introduction: There have been a number of proposals to address the state’s budget problems by 
finding ways to raise more money to pay for programs and services. I’m going to read several areas 
where people have suggested that more money could be raised. For each one that I read, I’d like you to 
tell me whether you favor or oppose raising revenues in that way, OK?  
Note: The interviewer rotated these items but kept 23 and 23a together.  
 
20. Do you favor or oppose raising the state sales tax rate? 
[VAR: tax_sales] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 172 
Oppose 2 788 
Other/Don’t know 9 31 
 
21. Do you favor or oppose expanding the sales tax to cover services like dry cleaning or haircuts, which 
are not currently taxed? 
[VAR: tax_services] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 153 
Approve 2 286 
Disapprove 3 233 
Strongly disapprove 4 300 
Other/Don’t know 9 29 
 
22. Do you favor or oppose a proposal expanding legalized gambling in the state? 
[VAR: gamble_exp] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 239 
Approve 2 288 
Disapprove 3 168 
Strongly disapprove 4 269 
Other/Don’t know 9 37 
 
23. Do you favor or oppose applying the state income tax to retirement income, such as pensions and 
Social Security? 
[VAR: tax_pen_ssi] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 217 
Oppose 2 717 
Other/Don’t know 9 66 
Remarks: If RS favored (1) or didn’t know (9) the interviewer skipped to Q24.  
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a. Would you favor or oppose applying the state income tax to retirement income if it exempted 
from taxes the first $50,000 earned per year? 
[VAR: tax_ret_inc] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 308 
Oppose 2 353 
Other/Don’t know 9 56 
Not applicable IAP 284 
 
24. Last year the legislature passed and the governor signed a pension reform bill. It is designed to save 
Illinois' under-funded public employee pension system $160 billion dollars over 30 years, and would 
eventually fully fund the system. It would decrease the amount workers pay into the program, but 
would also cut cost-of-living increases for state retirees. Generally speaking, do you approve or 
disapprove of the new law? 
[VAR: pen_refbill] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly approve 1 167 
Approve 2 305 
Disapprove 3 192 
Strongly disapprove 4 201 
Other/Don’t know 9 136 
Remarks: If the respondent approved/disapproved the interviewer asked if they strongly 
approved/disapproved. 
 
Illinois Political Reform 
Section Introduction: We also are interested in your opinions on political reform in Illinois. I’m going to 
read you some proposals that some people have offered. For each, I’d like you to tell me if you strongly 
favor, somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose that idea. First is… (rotate) 
25. A proposal to limit state legislators to a total of eight years of service, whether in the House of 
Representatives, the State Senate, or a combination of the two. Would you favor or oppose this 
proposal? 
[VAR: term_total_yrs] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 617 
Somewhat favor 2 178 
Somewhat oppose 3 85 
Strongly oppose 4 86 
Don’t know 9 34 
Remarks: If the respondent favored/opposed, the interviewer asked if they strongly favored/opposed.  
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26. A proposal to limit how long legislators could serve in leadership positions - such as Speaker of the 
House or President of the Senate - before they stepped down to let other legislators lead. Would you 
favor or oppose this proposal? 
[VAR: term_leader] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly favor 1 652 
Somewhat favor 2 176 
Somewhat oppose 3 83 
Strongly oppose 4 63 
Don’t know 9 27 
Remarks: If the respondent favored/opposed, the interviewer asked if they strongly favored/opposed.  
 
Section Introduction: I’m going to read some statements people have made about a proposal for 
legislative term limits in Illinois. For each one that I read, please tell me if you agree or disagree with 
that statement. (Rotate) 
27. Term limits help make elected officials more responsive to constituents. Do you agree or disagree 
with this statement? 
[VAR: term_resp] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly agree 1 394 
Agree 2 313 
Disagree 3 151 
Strongly disagree 4 89 
Don’t know 9 54 
Remarks: If the respondent agreed/disagreed, the interviewer asked if they strongly agreed/disagreed.  
 
28. Term limits don't give elected officials enough time to develop the expertise to handle Illinois' 
challenging problems. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
[VAR: term_expert] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly agree 1 111 
Agree 2 166 
Disagree 3 292 
Strongly disagree 4 386 
Don’t know 9 46 
Remarks: If the respondent agreed/disagreed, the interviewer asked if they strongly agreed/disagreed.  
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Term limits ensure that we'll get new people with fresh ideas coming into office. Do you agree or disagree 
with this statement? 
[VAR: term_fresh] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly agree 1 493 
Agree 2 334 
Disagree 3 89 
Strongly disagree 4 55 
Don’t know 9 30 
Remarks: If the respondent agreed/disagreed, the interviewer asked if they strongly agreed/disagreed. 
 
29. Term limits force legislators out of office, even if their constituents want to keep them, thereby giving 
more power to lobbyists and unelected staff. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
[VAR: term_lobby] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strongly agree 1 152 
Agree 2 202 
Disagree 3 311 
Strongly disagree 4 242 
Don’t know 9 94 
Remarks: If the respondent agreed/disagreed, the interviewer asked if they strongly agreed/disagreed. 
 
Political Corruption 
Section Introduction: For the next few questions, let’s define political corruption as occurring when 
officials, elected to serve the greater community, operate in ways that benefit themselves, their family or 
friends, or a narrow special interest group, at the cost of what is good for the majority of the people who 
elected them. 
30. Thinking about your town or city, how common do you think political corruption by government 
employees is - we're talking about elected officials, political appointees, and civil servants. Is it very 
rare, somewhat rare, somewhat common, or very common? 
[VAR: crpt_city_com] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Very rare 1 135 
Somewhat rare 2 207 
Somewhat common 3 273 
Very common 4 348 
Don’t know 9 38 
 
31. Now thinking about your county, how common do you think political corruption by local government 
employees is - we're talking about elected officials, political appointees, and civil servants. Is it very 
rare, somewhat rare, somewhat common, or very common? 
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 [VAR: crpt_county_com] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Very rare 1 76 
Somewhat rare 2 196 
Somewhat common 3 317 
Very common 4 361 
Don’t know 9 51 
 
32. How much of an impact do you think political corruption at the county or city level has on your life 
on a daily basis? Would you say none at all, some, but not much, a good amount, or quite a bit? 
[VAR: crpt_city_impact] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
None at all 1 122 
Some, but not much 2 407 
A good amount 3 235 
Quite a bit 4 212 
Don’t know 9 25 
 
33. Now thinking about your state, how common do you think political corruption by state government 
employees is - we're talking about elected officials, political appointees, and civil servants. Is it very 
rare, somewhat rare, somewhat common, or very common? 
[VAR: crpt_state_com] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Very rare 1 14 
Somewhat rare 2 71 
Somewhat common 3 356 
Very common 4 531 
Don’t know 9 29 
 
34. How much of an impact do you think political corruption at the state level has on your life on a daily 
basis? Would you say none at all, some, but not much, a good amount, or quite a bit? 
[VAR: crpt_st_impact] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
None at all 1 61 
Some, but not much 2 311 
A good amount 3 292 
Quite a bit 4 313 
Don’t know 9 24 
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35. Now thinking about the country, how common do you think political corruption by Federal 
government employees is - we're talking about elected officials, political appointees, and civil 
servants. Is it very rare, somewhat rare, somewhat common, or very common? 
[VAR: crpt_fed_com] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Very rare 1 47 
Somewhat rare 2 124 
Somewhat common 3 346 
Very common 4 448 
Don’t know 9 36 
 
36. How much of an impact do you think political corruption at the Federal level has on your life on a 
daily basis? Would you say none at all, some, but not much, a good amount, or quite a bit? 
[VAR: crpt_fed_impact] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
None at all 1 70 
Some, but not much 2 310 
A good amount 3 249 
Quite a bit 4 347 
Don’t know 9 25 
 
Guns and Society 
Section Introduction: Next, a few questions about guns and society . . . 
 
37. What do you think is more important? Protecting the right to own guns, or controlling gun 
ownership? 
[VAR: gun_own] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Protecting the right to own guns 1 415 
Controlling ownership 2 530 
Other/Don’t know 9 56 
 
38. Do you favor or oppose putting more armed guards or police in schools? 
[VAR: schoolgrd] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Favor 1 532 
Oppose 2 383 
Other/Don’t know 9 86 
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a. Would you be willing to pay higher property taxes to pay for more armed guards or police in 
schools? 
[VAR: schoolgrd_tax] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Yes 1 328 
No 2 174 
Other/Don’t know 9 30 
Not applicable IAP 469 
Remarks: Asked only if favor (1) on Q39.  
 
39. Do you believe there should be exceptions to allowing concealed weapons in public places-excluding 
them from such places as schools, college campuses, shopping malls and movie theaters? 
[VAR: gun_conceal_expt] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Yes  1 568 
No 2 357 
Other/Don’t know 9 76 
 
40. Now that Illinois has passed a law allowing registered, trained citizens to carry loaded handguns in 
public, do you feel more safe or less safe? 
[VAR: gun_conceal_safe] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
More safe 1 317 
Less safe 2 524 
Neither more nor less/about the same 8 129 
Other/Don’t know 9 30 
 
Media Consumption and Current Event Knowledge  
41. How well-informed do you think you are about local or state current events? 
[VAR: local_ce] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Not at all 1 41 
Some, but not much 2 302 
A good amount 3 403 
Quite a bit 4 249 
Other/Don’t know 9 6 
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How well-informed do you think you are about current events at the national level? 
[VAR: national_ce] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Not at all 1 39 
Some, but not much 2 250 
A good amount 3 405 
Quite a bit 4 301 
Other/Don’t know 9 6 
 
42. How much of the news that you read, watch, or hear do you believe to be accurate? 
[VAR: news_accurate] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Not at all 1 21 
Some, but not much 2 444 
A good amount 3 423 
Quite a bit 4 98 
Other/Don’t know 9 15 
 
Demographics 
43. If you were traveling out of state and someone asked you what part of Illinois you were from, what 
would you say? 
[VAR: say_from] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Chicago 1 416 
Chicago suburbs 2 85 
Collar Counties 3 3 
Chicagoland 4 37 
Northern Illinois 5 110 
Central Illinois 6 95 
Springfield 7 6 
Western Illinois 8 13 
Metro East 9 3 
St. Louis suburbs 10 7 
Southern Illinois 11 77 
Other 88 136 
Don’t know/No answer 99 13 
Remarks: RS was not prompted with choices. This was an open ended question which the interviewer 
coded from the list.  
 [VAR: say_from_other] 
Remarks: Responses other than those in the above list where written in.  
Media Consumption and Current Event Knowledge  
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44. I am going to list several news sources. Please tell me whether or not you have viewed or listened to 
these sources in the past month or so by responding yes or no. 
[VAR: news_loc_tv] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 131 
Yes 1 870 
 
[VAR: news_nat_np]  
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 413 
Yes 1 588 
 
[VAR: news_npr] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 588 
Yes 1 413 
 
[VAR: news_radio] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 428 
Yes 1 573 
 
[VAR: news_msnbc] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 438 
Yes 1 563 
 
[VAR: news_fox] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 425 
Yes 1 576 
 
[VAR: news_cnn] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 395 
Yes 1 607 
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 [VAR: news_bbc] 
 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 609 
Yes 1 392 
 
[VAR: news_huffpo] 
 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 744 
Yes 1 257 
 
[VAR: news_comedy] 
 
Response Value Label  Frequency 
No 0  594 
Yes 1  407 
 
[VAR: news_social] 
 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 545 
Yes 1 457 
 
[VAR: news_oth_dum] 
 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 976 
Yes 1 25 
 
[VAR: news_no_contact 
 
Response Value Label Frequency 
No 0 995 
Yes 1 7 
Remarks: Dummy variables were constructed from the responses. The original coding does not indicate 
preference, but reflects the order respondents stated he or she used the news source.  
 
Health Care 
45. We are interested in your experience with the health care system. First, have you or any member of 
your immediate family been affected by the Medicaid policy change that requires prior approval for 
more than four prescriptions? 
[VAR: hc_medicaid] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Yes 1 131 
No 2 822 
Other/Don’t know 9 48 
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46. Since the implementation of the federal Affordable Care Act, has your health insurance coverage 
improved, become worse, or stayed about the same - or do you not currently have health insurance? 
[VAR: hc_ins_quality] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Better 1 56 
Worse 2 171 
About the same 3 688 
No insurance 4 50 
Other/Don’t know 9 36 
Remarks: If the respondent said ‘worse’ (2), then they were asked 48A, if they said they had ‘no 
insurance’ (4), they were asked 48B.  
a. Did this change cause an increase in cost for coverage for you or your family? 
[VAR: hc_ins_cost] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Yes 1 155 
No 2 13 
Other/Don’t know 9 3 
Not applicable IAP 830 
Remarks: Only asked if the answer to Q48 was worse (2).  
 
b. Beginning January 1 of this year, Americans without health insurance either have to get health 
insurance or pay a fine. Given what you know, as of right now, would you say you are more 
likely to get health insurance or more likely to pay the fine? 
[VAR: hc_get_ins] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Get insurance 1 24 
Pay fine 2 17 
Neither 8 5 
Other/Don’t know 9 3 
Not applicable IAP 951 
Remarks: Only asked if the answer to Q48 was no insurance (4).  
 
47. Within the last 12 months, have you or a member of your family put off any sort of medical treatment 
because of the cost you would have to pay? 
[VAR: hc_delayed] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Yes 1 244 
No 2 746 
Other/Don’t know 9 11 
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When you put off this medical treatment, was it for a condition or illness that was very serious, 
somewhat serious, not very serious, or not serious at all? 
[VAR: hc_condition] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Very serious 1 36 
Somewhat serious 2 100 
Not very serious 3 66 
Not serious at al 4 34 
Other/Don’t know 9 8 
Not applicable IAP 757 
Remarks: Q49a only asked if answered ‘yes’ (1) to Q49.  
 
Social Issues 
Section Introduction: And now just a couple of questions on social issues. 
 
48. Do you think abortions should be legal under all circumstances, legal only under certain 
circumstances, or illegal in all circumstances? 
[VAR: abort_leg] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Legal under any circumstances 1 358 
Legal under certain circumstances 2 439 
Illegal under all circumstances 3 155 
Don’t know/Refused 9 49 
 
49. Which of the following three statements comes closest to your position on the legal rights of gay and 
lesbian couples in Illinois?: Gay and lesbian couples should be allowed to legally marry; Gay and 
lesbian couples should be allowed to form civil unions, which would give them some legal rights; OR 
There should be no legal recognition of relationships between gay and lesbian couples? 
 [VAR: lg_coup_rts] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Allowed to legally marry 1 534 
Allowed to form civil unions 2 231 
No legal recognition of relationships 3 172 
Don’t know/Refused 9 64 
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Demographics 
Section Introduction: Now I have a few questions for classification purposes… 
50. What is the last level of education you have completed? 
[VAR: education] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Less than high school 1 28 
High school 2 176 
Some college 3 204 
Associate’s degree 4 86 
Bachelor’s degree 5 259 
Graduate or professional degree 6 237 
Other/Don’t know/Refused 9 11 
 
51. Generally speaking, in politics today, do you consider yourself . . . 
[VAR: ideology] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Very liberal 1 96 
Somewhat liberal 2 200 
Moderate 3 286 
Somewhat conservative 4 237 
Very conservative 5 137 
Other/Don’t know/Refused 9 45 
 
52. Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an Independent, or 
what? 
[VAR: party_aff] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Strong Democrat 1 235 
Not so strong Democrat 2 132 
Independent leaning Democrat 3 120 
Pure Independent 4 63 
Independent leaning Republican 5 138 
Not so strong republican 6 78 
Strong Republican 7 137 
Something else 8 14 
Other/Don’t know/Refused 9 84 
Remarks: If the respondent said that they were a Republican/Democrat, the interviewer probed “would 
you call yourself a strong Republican/Democrat or a not-so-strong Republican/Democrat?” If the 
respondent said that they were an independent, the interviewer probed “do you consider yourself closer to 
the Republican or Democratic party?” 
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53. Are you currently employed full-time, employed part-time, retired or not currently employed? 
[VAR: employ_time] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Full-time 1 465 
Part-time 2 88 
Retired 3 329 
Not employed 4 109 
Other/Don’t know/Refused 9 10 
Remarks: If the respondent said that they were “full-time” (1) or “part-time” (2), the interviewer 
proceeded to ask them Q56. If the respondent said that they were “retired” (3), the interviewer proceeded 
to ask them Q57. If they were “not employed” or “other/don’t know/refused” (9), the interviewer skipped 
to R01.  
 
54. Are you an employee of a private company or business, an employee of a non-profit organization, a 
government employee or self-employed in your own business or professional practice? 
[VAR: employ_type] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Private 1 282 
Non-Profit 2 57 
Government 3 79 
Self-employed 4 110 
Other/Don’t know/Refused 9 25 
Not applicable IAP 448 
Remarks: Only asked if response to Q55 was full-time (1) or part-time (2).  
 
55. Are you retired from a private company or business, a non-profit organization, a governmental 
agency or were you self-employed in your own business or professional practice? 
[VAR: retired_type] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Private 1 141 
Non-Profit 2 26 
Government 3 79 
Self-employed 4 48 
Other/Don’t know/Refused 9 35 
Not applicable IAP 672 
Remarks: Only asked if response to Q55 was retired (3).  
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Religious Behavior 
R01. Lots of things come up that keep people from attending religious services even if they want to. 
Apart from occasional weddings, baptisms or funerals, how often do you go to religious services? 
[VAR: relig_att_often] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Every week 1 279 
Almost every week 2 104 
Once or twice a month 3 134 
A few times a year 4 259 
Never 5 204 
Refused 9 21 
Remarks: If the respondent said that they attend “every week” (1), “almost every week” (2), or “once or 
twice a month” (3), the interviewer asked them QR02A. If the respondent said they attend “a few times a 
year” (4), “never” (5), or refused to answer (9), the interviewer skipped to QR02B.  
 
R02A. Do you attend a place of worship that is Christian or some other religion? 
[VAR: relig_type] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Christian 1 461 
Some other religion 2 45 
Don’t know 8 5 
Refused 9 6 
Not applicable IAP 484 
Remarks: if the respondent said “Christian” (1), the interviewer proceeded to R02B. If the respondent said 
anything else, the interviewer skipped to Q58.  
 
R02B. Do you consider yourself Christian, some other religion, or no religion? 
[VAR: religion] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Christian 1 307 
Some other religion 2 62 
No religion 3 89 
Don’t know 8 6 
Refused 9 20 
Not applicable IAP 517 
Remarks: If the respondent said they were “Christian” (1), the interviewer asked them QR06. If they said 
anything else, the interviewer skipped to Q58.  
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R06. Some people think of themselves as evangelical or born-again Christians. Do you ever think of 
yourself in either of these ways? 
[VAR: born_again] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Yes (just yes, not born again or evangelical) 1 26 
Yes, born-again 2 98 
Yes, Evangelical 3 22 
Yes, both 4 11 
No 5 600 
Don’t know 8 7 
Refused 9 4 
Not applicable IAP 233 
 
Demographics 
56. To make sure all parts of Illinois are represented, could you please tell me your five-digit ZIP code? 
[VAR: zip] 
Remarks: If RS refused, zip code entered as 1900.  
 
57. For classification purposes, I need to know the year of your birth. 
[VAR: birth_yr] 
Remarks: If RS refused, birth year entered as 1900. 
 
58. Age group 
[VAR: age] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
17-24 1 36 
25-29 2 28 
30-34 3 44 
35-39 4 49 
40-44 5 63 
45-49 6 89 
50-54 7 100 
55-59 8 128 
60-64 9 102 
65-69 10 111 
70-74 11 60 
75-79 12 51 
80+ 13 75 
Refused 99 62 
Not applicable IAP 3 
Remarks: Birth year reclassified.  
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For statistical purposes only, we'd like to know your racial or ethnic group. 
[VAR: rac_eth] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
White 1 717 
Black 2 146 
Asian 3 17 
Hispanic 4 37 
Multiracial 5 19 
Other 8 13 
Refused 9 50 
Remarks: Interviewer was instructed to say, “most people consider themselves either white, black, Asian, 
or Hispanic” only if necessary, otherwise they did not read the list.  
[VAR: rac_eth_other] 
Remarks: If the respondent said that they considered themselves part of another race (8), the interviewer 
wrote in their response.  
 
59. And finally, again for statistical purposes, we'd like a rough estimate of your total household income 
last year. Just stop me when I get to your category. Was it…? 
[VAR: hh_inc] 
Response Value Label Frequency 
Under $25,00 1 113 
$25,001 - $35,000 2 78 
$35,001 - $50,000 3 116 
$50,001 - $70,000 4 133 
$70,000 - $100,000 5 133 
$100,000 - $150,000 6 119 
Over $150,000 7 122 
Refused 9 177 
 
And that’s all the questions we have. Thank you for your time and cooperation with this very important 
survey. Goodbye. 
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Survey Instrument 
Spring 2014 Simon Poll  
Paul Simon Public Policy Institute 
Draft 5 • 2/4/14 
 
Introduction and Screening 
 
Hello. This is     calling for The Public Policy Institute. First, I want you to know that I’m 
not trying to sell you anything. We’re conducting a study to find out what voters think about 
some public policy questions important to Illinois.  And, your phone number was selected at 
random to participate. 
 
[ASK CELL PHONE SAMPLE ONLY] 
S1.  Have I reached you on your cell phone? (IF NEEDED: By cell phone we mean a wireless 
phone that is mobile and usable outside of your neighborhood.) 
1) Yes [CONTINUE TO S2] 
2) No [THANK AND TERMINATE] 
3) Don’t Know [THANK AND TERMINATE] 
 
S2. Is this a safe time to talk with you now or are you driving? 
1) Yes, safe [CONTINUE TO S4] 
2) No, driving [ARRANGE CALLBACK TIME] 
 
[ASK LANDLINE SAMPLE] 
S3. According to our research procedure, I need to speak to the youngest (male/female) who 
is registered to vote. May I speak to that person, please? 
1) Yes   [REPEAT INTRO THEN GO TO S4] 
2) Yes, I'll get him/her [REPEAT INTRO THEN GO TO S4] 
3) No, not available [ARRANGE CALLBACK] 
4) No, nobody here [THANK AND TERMINATE] 
 
S5. Are you registered to vote in the state of Illinois? 
1) Yes 
2) No [THANK AND TERMINATE] 
3) Don’t know [THANK AND TERMINATE] 
 
S6. (RECORD GENDER BY OBSERVATION) 
1) Male 
2) Female 
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1. First, we’d like to know what you think about the direction of the United States of 
America. Generally speaking, do you think things in our country are going in the right 
direction, or are they off track and heading in the wrong direction? (IF UNSURE: Well, on 
balance, are things going in the right direction or the wrong direction?) (DO NOT READ 
LIST) 
1) Right direction 
2) Wrong direction 
3) Don’t know 
 
2. And what about the direction of the State of Illinois? Generally speaking, are things in 
Illinois going in the right direction, or are they off track and heading in the wrong 
direction? (IF UNSURE: Well, on balance, are things going in the right direction or the 
wrong direction?) (DO NOT READ LIST) 
1) Right direction 
2) Wrong direction 
3) Don’t know 
 
3. And how are things going in your city or area of the state? In general, are things in your 
city or area going in the right direction, or in the wrong direction? (IF UNSURE: Well, on 
balance, are things going in the right direction or the wrong direction?) (DO NOT READ 
LIST) 
1) Right direction 
2) Wrong direction 
3) Don’t know 
 
4. Regardless of what you think about how things are going in your part of the state, please 
tell me what you think about the overall quality of life in your area. Taking everything into 
account, would you say the overall quality of life in your area is…? (READ LIST) 
1) Excellent 
2) Good 
3) Average 
4) Not so good 
5) Poor 
 
5. As you may know, primary elections in Illinois will be held this March. Thinking ahead, are 
you likely to vote in the [ROTATE: Republican/Democratic] primary or will you probably 
not vote in the primary elections? 
1) Republican 
2) Democratic [SKIP TO Q7] 
3) Probably not vote [SKIP TO Q7] 
4) (DO NOT READ) Don’t know [SKIP TO Q7] 
 
Simon Poll, Spring 2014 - 35 
 
 [IF Q5=1 / REPUBLICAN] 
6. And if the Republican primary for governor was being held today, would you vote for…? 
[RANDOMIZE CANDIDATES 1-4] (IF UNSURE OR DON’T KNOW, ASK “WELL, WHICH 
WAY ARE YOU LEANING?” 
1) Bruce Rauner (rhymes with “Browner”) 
2) Lean Rauner 
3) Bill Brady 
4) Lean Brady 
5) Kirk Dillard 
6) Lean Dillard 
7) Dan Rutherford (pronounced ROO-ther-ferd) 
8) Lean Rutherford 
9) Or someone else? (specify)  _____________ 
10) (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
 
ROTATE ITEMS 7 - 10 
 
7. If the general Election for Illinois governor were being held today, and (ROTATE) the 
Republican candidate was Bruce Rauner (rhymes with “Browner”) and the Democratic 
candidate was Pat Quinn, who would you vote for, Rauner or Quinn? (IF UNSURE OR 
DON’T KNOW, ASK “WELL, WHICH WAY ARE YOU LEANING?” 
1) Bruce Rauner  
2) Lean Rauner 
3) Pat Quinn 
4) Lean Quinn 
5) Someone else (specify) 
6) Other/DK 
 
8. If the general Election for Illinois governor were being held today, and (ROTATE) the 
Republican candidate was Bill Brady and the Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn, who 
would you vote for, Brady or Quinn? (IF UNSURE OR DON’T KNOW, ASK “WELL, 
WHICH WAY ARE YOU LEANING?” 
1) Bill Brady 
2) Lean Brady 
3) Pat Quinn 
4) Lean Quinn 
5) Someone else (specify) 
6) Other/DK 
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9. If the general Election for Illinois governor were being held today, and (ROTATE) the 
Republican candidate was Kirk Dillard and the Democratic candidate was Pat Quinn, 
who would you vote for, Dillard or Quinn? (IF UNSURE OR DON’T KNOW, ASK “WELL, 
WHICH WAY ARE YOU LEANING?” 
1) Kirk Dillard  
2) Lean Dillard 
3) Pat Quinn 
4) Lean Quinn  
5) Someone else (specify) 
6) Other/DK 
 
10. If the general Election for Illinois governor were being held today, and (ROTATE) the 
Republican candidate was Dan Rutherford (ROO-ther-ferd) and the Democratic 
candidate was Pat Quinn, who would you vote for, Rutherford or Quinn? (IF UNSURE 
OR DON’T KNOW, ASK “WELL, WHICH WAY ARE YOU LEANING?” 
1) Dan Rutherford 
2) Lean Rutherford 
3) Pat Quinn 
4) Lean Quinn 
5) Someone else (specify) 
6) Other/DK 
 
Next I’m going to ask you a few questions about the state of Illinois’ budget. 
 
11. The state of Illinois has a budget deficit of over 6 billion dollars. I’m going to read three 
statements that people have made about how to fix the deficit, and ask you which one 
comes closest to your views. If you haven’t thought much about this issue, just tell me 
that. [RANDOMIZE STATEMENTS] 
a. Illinois’ public programs and services have already been reduced significantly. 
We can only fix the problem by taking in more revenue, such as a tax increase. 
b. The state takes in plenty of money to pay for public services, but wastes it on 
unnecessary programs. We can fix the problem by cutting waste and inefficiency 
in government. 
c. Illinois’ budget problem is so large it can only be solved by a combination of 
budget cuts and revenue increases. 
d. (DO NOT READ) Haven’t thought much about it. 
e. Other/DK 
 
12. Do you favor or oppose a proposal to make permanent the temporary state income tax 
increase passed in 2011?. (INTERVIEWER: IF FAVOR / OPPOSE ASK: DO YOU 
STRONGLY FAVOR / OPPOSE?) 
1. Strongly favor (Skip to Q 13) 
2. Favor (Skip to Q 13) 
3. Oppose 
4. Strongly oppose 
5. (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
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12-A. IF OPPOSE ABOVE: The Governor’s budget office estimates that if the temporary tax 
increase expires, it will add $2 billion dollars a year to the state’s budget deficit. If you 
were convinced this was the case, would you favor or oppose making permanent the 
temporary income tax increase? (INTERVIEWER: IF FAVOR / OPPOSE ASK: DO YOU 
STRONGLY FAVOR / OPPOSE?) 
1. Strongly favor  
2. Favor  
3. Oppose 
4. Strongly oppose 
5. (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
There have been a number of proposals to address the state’s budget problems by making cuts 
in state programs and services. I’m going to read several areas where people have suggested 
that the state could make cuts. For each one that I read, I’d like you to tell me whether you favor 
or oppose budget cuts in that area, OK? (INTERVIEWER: REPEAT IF NECESSARY) [ROTATE 
ITEMS] 
13. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on kindergarten through high school 
education? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
14. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on state universities? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
15. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on public safety, such as state police and 
prison operations? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
16. Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on natural resources, such as state parks 
or environmental regulation? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
17.  Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on programs for poor people? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
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17.  Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on programs for people with mental or 
physical disabilities? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
19.  Do you favor or oppose cuts in state spending on pension benefits for state workers’ 
retirement? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
There have been a number of proposals to address the state’s budget problems by finding ways 
to raise more money to pay for programs and services. I’m going to read several areas where 
people have suggested that more money could be raised. For each one that I read, I’d like you 
to tell me whether you favor or oppose raising revenues in that way, OK? (INTERVIEWER: 
REPEAT IF NECESSARY) [ROTATE CHOICES BUT KEEP 23/23a TOGETHER AND IN 
ORDER] 
 
20. Do you favor or oppose raising the state sales tax rate? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
21. Do you favor or oppose expanding the sales tax to cover services like dry cleaning or 
haircuts, which are not currently taxed? (INTERVIEWER: IF FAVOR / OPPOSE ASK: DO 
YOU STRONGLY FAVOR / OPPOSE?) 
1. Strongly approve 
2. Approve 
3. Disapprove 
4. Strongly disapprove 
5. (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
22. Do you favor or oppose a proposal expanding legalized gambling in the state? 
(INTERVIEWER: IF FAVOR / OPPOSE ASK: DO YOU STRONGLY FAVOR / OPPOSE?) 
1. Strongly approve 
2. Approve 
3. Disapprove 
4. Strongly disapprove 
5. (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
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23. Do you favor or oppose applying the state income tax to retirement income, such as 
pensions and Social Security? 
1) Favor [SKIP TO 36] 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know [SKIP TO 36] 
 
23a. Would you favor or oppose applying the state income tax to retirement income if it 
exempted from taxes the first $50,000 earned per year? 
1) Favor 
2) Oppose 
3) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
24. Last year the legislature passed and the governor signed a pension reform bill. It is 
designed to save Illinois’ under-funded public employee pension system $160 billion 
dollars over 30 years, and would eventually fully fund the system. It would decrease the 
amount workers pay into the program, but would also cut cost-of-living increases for 
state retirees. Generally speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the new law? (IF 
APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE: DO YOU STRONGLY APPROVE/DISAPPROVE?) 
1) Strongly approve 
2) Approve 
3) Disapprove 
4) Strongly disapprove 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
 
We also are interested in your opinions on political reform in Illinois. I’m going to read you some 
proposals that some people have offered. For each, I’d like you to tell me if you strongly favor, 
somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose that idea. First is… [ROTATE ORDER 
OF PROPOSALS] 
25. A proposal to limit state legislators to a total of eight years of service, whether in the 
House of Representatives, the State Senate, or a combination of the two. Would you favor 
or oppose this proposal? (INTERVIEWER: IF FAVOR / OPPOSE ASK: DO YOU 
STRONGLY FAVOR / OPPOSE?) 
1) Strongly favor 
2) Somewhat favor 
3) Somewhat oppose 
4) Strongly oppose 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
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26. A proposal to limit how long legislators could serve in leadership positions—such as 
Speaker of the House or President of the Senate—before they stepped down to let other 
legislators lead. Would you (INTERVIEWER: IF FAVOR / OPPOSE ASK: DO YOU 
STRONGLY FAVOR / OPPOSE?) 
1) Strongly favor 
2) Somewhat favor 
3) Somewhat oppose 
4) Strongly oppose 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
I’m going to read some statements people have made about a proposal for legislative term limits 
in Illinois. For each one that I read, please tell me if you agree or disagree with that statement. 
(ROTATE) 
27. Term limits help make elected officials more responsive to constituents. 
(INTERVIEWER: IF AGREE / DISAGREE ASK: DO YOU STRONGLY AGREE / 
DISAGREE?) 
1) Strongly agree 
2) Agree 
3) Disagree 
4) Strongly disagree 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
28. Term limits don’t give elected officials enough time to develop the expertise to handle 
Illinois’ challenging problems. 
1) Strongly agree 
2) Agree 
3) Disagree 
4) Strongly disagree 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
29. Term limits ensure that we’ll get new people with fresh ideas coming into office. 
1) Strongly agree 
2) Agree 
3) Disagree 
4) Strongly disagree 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
30. Term limits force legislators out of office, even if their constituents want to keep them, 
thereby giving more power to lobbyists and unelected staff. 
1) Strongly agree 
2) Agree 
3) Disagree 
4) Strongly disagree 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
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For the next few questions, let’s define political corruption as occurring when officials, elected to 
serve the greater community, operate in ways that benefit themselves, their family or friends, or 
a narrow special interest group, at the cost of what is good for the majority of the people who 
elected them. 
 
31. Thinking about your town or city, how common do you think political corruption by 
government employees is—we’re talking about elected officials, political appointees, and 
civil servants. Is it 
1) Very rare 
2) Somewhat rare 
3) Somewhat common 
4) Very common 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
32. Now thinking about your county, how common do you think political corruption by local 
government employees is—we’re talking about elected officials, political appointees, and 
civil servants. Is it 
1) Very rare 
2) Somewhat rare 
3) Somewhat common 
4) Very common 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
33. How much of an impact do you think political corruption at the county or city level has on 
your life on a daily basis? Would you say 
1) None at all 
2) Some, but not much 
3) A good amount 
4) Quite a bit 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
34. Now thinking about your state, how common do you think political corruption by state 
government employees is—we’re talking about elected officials, political appointees, and 
civil servants. Is it 
1) Very rare 
2) Somewhat rare 
3) Somewhat common 
4) Very common 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
35. How much of an impact do you think political corruption at the state level has on your life 
on a daily basis? Would you say 
1) None at all 
2) Some, but not much 
3) A good amount 
4) Quite a bit 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
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36. Now thinking about the country, how common do you think political corruption by Federal 
government employees is—we’re talking about elected officials, political appointees, and 
civil servants. Is it 
1) Very rare 
2) Somewhat rare 
3) Somewhat common 
4) Very common 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
37. How much of an impact do you think political corruption at the Federal level has on your 
life on a daily basis? Would you say 
1) None at all 
2) Some, but not much 
3) A good amount 
4) Quite a bit 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
Next, a few questions about guns and society . . . 
 
38. What do you think is more important? Protecting the right to own guns, or 
controlling gun ownership? 
1.  Protecting the right to own guns  
2. Controlling ownership 
3. Other/Don’t know 
 
39. Do you favor or oppose putting more armed guards or police in schools? 
1. Favor 
2. Oppose 
3. Other/Don’t know 
 
39-A  (IF YES ON 42) Would you be willing to pay higher property taxes to pay for 
more armed guards or police in schools? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Other/Don’t know 
 
40. Do you believe there should be exceptions to allowing concealed weapons in 
public places—excluding them from such places as schools, college campuses, 
shopping malls and movie theaters? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Other/Don’t know 
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41. Now that Illinois has passed a law allowing registered, trained citizens to carry loaded 
handguns in public, do you feel more safe or less safe? 
1. More safe 
2. Less safe 
3. Neither more nor less/about the same (VOL) 
3. Other/Don’t know 
 
42. How well-informed do you think you are about local or state current events? Would you 
say 
1) Not at all 
2) Some, but not much 
3) A good amount 
4) Quite a bit 
5)  (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
43. How well-informed do you think you are about current events at the national level? 
Would you say 
1) Not at all 
2) Some, but not much 
3) A good amount 
4) Quite a bit 
5)  (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
 
44. How much of the news that you read, watch, or hear do you believe to be accurate? 
1) None at all 
2) Some, but not much 
3) Quite a bit 
4) A great deal 
5)  (DO NOT READ) Other/Don’t know 
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45. If you were traveling out of state and someone asked you what part of Illinois you were 
from, what would you say? (OPEN  ENDED, CODE FROM LIST BELOW) 
1) Chicago 
2) Chicago suburbs 
3) Collar Counties 
4) Chicagoland 
5) Northern Illinois 
6) Central Illinois 
7) Springfield 
8) Western Illinois 
9) Metro East 
10) St. Louis suburbs 
11) Southern Illinois 
12) Other/Specify _______________________________ 
13) Don’t know/No answer 
 
46. I am going to list several news sources. Please tell me whether or not you have viewed 
or listened to these sources in the past month or so by responding yes or no. (Rotate 
list) 
1) Local TV news stations 
2) National newspapers (Chicago Tribune, New York Times, Wall Street Journal) 
3) National Public Radio 
4) AM or FM talk radio 
5) MSNBC 
6) Fox News 
7) CNN 
8) BBC 
9) Huffington Post 
10) Comedy sources (Daily Show, Colbert Report, late night talk shows) 
11) Social Media/websites (Facebook, Twitter, Digg, Reddit, etc.) 
12) Other/Specify _______________________________ 
13) I haven’t really been in contact with any news sources 
 
47. We are interested in your experience with the health care system. First, have you or any 
member of your immediate family been affected by the Medicaid policy change that 
requires prior approval for more than four prescriptions? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Other/Don’t know 
 
48. Since the implementation of the federal Affordable Care Act, has your health insurance 
coverage improved, become worse, or stayed about the same—or do you not currently 
have health insurance? 
1. Better 
2. Worse (Go to 48-A) 
3. About the same 
4. No insurance (Go to 48-B) 
4. Other/Don’t know 
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48-A (IF “WORSE” ABOVE) Did this change cause an increase in cost for coverage for you or 
your family? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Other/Don’t know 
 
48-B. (IF “NO INSURANCE” ABOVE) Beginning January 1 of this year, Americans without 
health insurance either have to get health insurance or pay a fine. Given what you know, 
as of right now, would you say you are more likely to get health insurance or more likely 
to pay the fine? 
1. Get insurance 
2. Pay fine 
3. Neither (VOL) 
4. Other/Don’t know 
 
49. Within the last 12 months, have you or a member of your family put off any sort of 
medical treatment because of the cost you would have to pay? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Other/Don’t know 
 
49-A.  (IF YES ABOVE) When you put off this medical treatment, was it for a condition or 
illness that was very serious, somewhat serious, not very serious, or not serious at all? 
1. Very serious 
2. Somewhat serious 
3. Not very serious 
4. Not serious at all 
5. Other/Don’t know 
 
And now just a couple of questions on social issues. 
 
50. Do you think abortions should be legal under all circumstances, legal only under certain 
circumstances, or illegal in all circumstances? 
1) Legal in all circumstances 
2) Legal in certain circumstances 
3) Illegal in all circumstances 
4) (DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused 
 
51. Which of the following three statements comes closest to your position on the legal 
rights of gay and lesbian couples in Illinois? 
1) Gay and lesbian couples should be allowed to legally marry 
2) Gay and lesbian couples should be allowed to form civil unions, but not to legally 
marry 
3) There should be no legal recognition of relationships between gay and lesbian 
couples 
4) (DO NOT READ) Don’t know/Refused 
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Now I have a few questions for classification purposes. 
 
52.  What is the last level of education you have completed? 
1) Less than high school 
2) High school 
3) Some college 
4) Associate’s degree 
5) Bachelor’s degree 
6) Graduate or professional degree 
7) (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
 
53.  Generally speaking, in politics today, do you consider yourself?  
1) Very liberal 
2) Somewhat liberal 
3) Moderate 
4) Somewhat conservative 
5) Very conservative 
6) (DO NOT READ) Don’t know 
 
54.  Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an 
Independent, or what?  
(IF REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRAT: Would you call yourself a strong 
Republican/Democrat or a not-so-strong Republican/Democrat?) 
(IF INDEPENDENT: Do you consider yourself closer to the Republican or Democratic 
Party?) 
1) Strong Democrat 
2) Not-strong Democrat 
3) Independent Democrat 
4) (DO NOT READ) Pure Independent 
5) Independent Republican 
6) Not-strong Republican 
7) Strong Republican 
8) Something else 
9) (DO NOT READ) Other/don't know 
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55. Are you currently employed full-time, employed part-time, retired or not currently 
employed?   
1) Full-time [CONTINUE TO Q 49] 
2) Part-time [CONTINUE TO Q 49] 
3) Retired [SKIP TO Q50] 
4) Not employed [SKIP TO R01] 
5) (DO NOT READ) Other/don't know [SKIP TO R01] 
 
56. Are you an employee of a private company or business, an employee of a non-profit 
organization, a government employee or self-employed in your own business or 
professional practice? 
1) Private 
2) Non-Profit 
3) Government 
4) Self-Employed 
5) (DO NOT READ) Don't know 
 
[IF Q49=3 / RETIRED] 
57. Are you retired from a private company or business, a non-profit organization, a 
governmental agency or were you self-employed in your own business or professional 
practice? 
1) Private 
2) Non-Profit 
3) Government 
4) Self-Employed 
5) (DO NOT READ) Don't know 
 
R01. Lots of things come up that keep people from attending religious services even if they 
want to. Apart from occasional weddings, baptisms or funerals, how often do you go to 
religious services EVERY WEEK, ALMOST EVERY WEEK, ONCE OR TWICE A MONTH, 
A FEW TIMES A YEAR, or NEVER? 
1) Every week [CONTINUE TO R02A] 
2) Almost every week [CONTINUE TO R02A] 
3) Once or twice a month [CONTINUE TO R02A] 
4) A few times a year [SKIP TO R02B] 
5) Never [SKIP TO R02B] 
6) (DO NOT READ) Refused [SKIP TO R02B] 
 
 [IF R01=1-3 / EVERY WEEK, ALMOST EVERY WEEK, OR ONCE/TWICE A MONTH] 
R02A.  Do you attend a place of worship that is CHRISTIAN or SOME OTHER RELIGION? (DO 
NOT READ LIST) 
1) Christian [SKIP TO R04] 
2) Some other religion [SKIP TO R05] 
8) Don't know [SKIP TO ZIP CODE Q61] 
9) Refused [SKIP TO ZIP CODE Q61] 
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[IF R01=4-6 / A FEW TIMES A YEAR, NEVER, OR REFUSED] 
R02B. Do you consider yourself CHRISTIAN, SOME OTHER RELIGION, or NO RELIGION?  
1) Christian [GO TO R04] 
2) Some other religion [GO TO R05] 
3) No religion [SKIP TO ZIP CODE Q61] 
8) Don't know [SKIP TO ZIP CODE Q61] 
9) Refused [SKIP TO ZIP CODE Q61] 
 
[ASKED OF ANYONE WHO ANSWERED “Christian” 
R06. Some people think of themselves as evangelical or born-again Christians. Do you 
ever think of yourself in either of these ways? 
1) Yes (JUST "YES". RESPONDENT DOES NOT SAY BORN-AGAIN OR 
EVENGELICAL) 
2) Yes, Born-Again (or just Born-Again) 
3) Yes, Evangelical (or just Evangelical) 
4) Yes, Both 
5) No 
6) (DO NOT READ) Don't know 
7) (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
59. To make sure all parts of Illinois are represented, could you please tell me your five-digit 
ZIP code?  _____ 
 
60.  For classification purposes, I need to know the year of your birth—the last two digits of 
your birth year would be fine. CODE: 19  (1900=Refused) 
 
61.  For statistical purposes only, we’d like to know your racial or ethnic group. (IF 
NECESSARY: Most people consider themselves either white, black, Asian, or Hispanic.) 
(DO NOT READ LIST) 
1) White 
2) Black 
3) Asian 
4) Hispanic 
5) Multiracial 
6) Other 
7) Refused 
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62.  And finally, again for statistical purposes, we’d like a rough estimate of your total 
household income last year. Just stop me when I get to your category. Was it…? 
1) Under 25,000 
2) 25,000 to less than 35,000 
3) 35,000 to less than 50,000 
4) 50,000 to less than 70,000 
5) 70,000 to less than 100,000 
6) 100,000 to less than 150,000 
7) Over 150,000 
8) (DO NOT READ) Refused 
 
And that’s all the questions we have. Thank you for your time and cooperation with this very 
important survey. Goodbye. 
 
